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Matthew 13:24-30; 36-43

He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field, but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. And the servants of the master of the house came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?’ He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the servants said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with them. Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, “Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.”’ 

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world, and the good seed is the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.

All I’ve got to say is that the guy’s enemy in the parable really must have had it in for him.  He sure went to a lot of trouble to make his life miserable. Planting, even in our day and age takes a bit of work, but it doesn’t even come close to what it took to do it years ago.  There was after all no Co-op back then, where you could simply go to buy your seed to load it up into your planter so that you could pull it behind your big green tractor to put in your crop.  No, you had to collect your seed by hand yourself the year before and save it to plant it all by hand after you worked up your soil with your plough and oxen.

So the guy’s enemy, had to take the time to find and collect all the weed seeds the year before, which would have been a bit of a job because unlike the wheat seed that could simply be saved from the previous harvest, the weed seeds would have to have been found and collected by hand wherever they happened to be growing.  Then a year later after the guy had put in his crop the enemy would have had to sneak over under the cover of night and scatter the weed seeds all over the guy’s field by hand.  Cunning, sneaky, nasty and determined - yea I think it’s safe to say the guy’s enemy was all of that and more.

Yes, beloved, the Lord gives a good glimpse into the devil’s black heart as he identifies him as the enemy of his parable.  Hellbent, yes, hellbent, that is what the devil is when it comes to his efforts to make a mess of God’s gracious planting and bountiful harvest.  He is hellbent on making life as difficult as he can for God’s good seed, by making sure that there’s plenty of his own evil seed growing in amongst the wheat to crowd it out and make it hard for it to flourish and grow.  Yes, he is hellbent on making life difficult for the sons of the kingdom, he is hellbent on making life difficult for you, by making sure that your lives are scattered with his evil sons, so that you and Christ’s Church don’t flourish in the life of faith as much as you and it could.

We all know what this is about, as we have had to deal with it at one time or another, when we run into people in life who make it hard for us to do unto them as we would have them do unto us, rather than doing back unto them what they have done unto us.  People who make it hard to love as Christ has loved us.  People who make it hard to forgive their trespasses as we want to be forgiven.  People who make it hard for us to follow the way of our heavenly Father because they are always tempting us to leave it behind.  People who’s very existence and what they get away with can tempt us to doubt God’s power and control of all things and even tempt us to believe that it’s up to us to take God’s place of dealing with them with a vengeance.

Yes, beloved, we all know about people like that, because there’s one living right inside each of our hearts, who is the mortal enemy of the son of the kingdom that God gave birth to in each one of us when He gave us a new birth from above in the waters of Holy Baptism.  He is the old man that the devil planted in us when we were conceived from our father Adam through our parents.  He is a son of the evil one, who knows no good and does not and will not do it.  He is a liar, a thief and a murderer - he like his father only comes to steal and kill and destroy.  Yes, beloved, after the devil you have no greater enemy than your old man that lives and breathes within you - those moments when you sabotage yourself and think you are your own worst enemy are not that far from the truth.  

All of this struck home for me this week as I was tilling up my garden after being away on holidays and watched as I brushed past large weed plants that had gone to seed between the rows of my plants only to see clouds of weed seeds waft into the air to settle on the newly tilled soil behind me.  I thought as it happened, yea, I’m going to pay for that later. It also brought our Lord’s parable to mind and I thought, yea, how many weed seeds does the sinner in me plant in my own life, with my sins that I scatter across it each day and night..  Yea, I thought how he chokes out the good harvest that God wants to do in me and through me through all the evil things that he plants in my life with my sins. In that moment all the passages of scripture crying out for God to rescue me from my enemies, became profoundly personal as a plea to be delivered most especially from the old sinner in me - to be delivered from myself.

The answer to that plea, beloved, is none other than the one who sits in your midst to speak His parable to you today, the Son of the Father who was made man, so that He could save you from the devil and from yourselves, by becoming His own worst enemy to Himself for your good, by taking up all your sins so that He would be judged and damned for them as He hung on the cross, so that they could be overcome by His sufferings and death and be washed away with His blood.  Yes, beloved, the Holy Son of God came down to from heaven to be the good planting of the Father who would be choked out by the weeds of sinners like you and me to earn our forgiveness and the hope of a better life in a new field in a world delivered from the devil and all our enemies where we could grow up before Him to bear abundant fruit.

Yes, beloved, there is a harvest coming, where all that’s evil will be collected up and gathered out of this world, including what is ugly and evil within yourselves.  It will all be purged away with fire in the end, so that there might be a new creation free from enemies and weeds, where all is very good as God planned it would be in the beginning.  Until that time though, the weeds and the enemies remain, lest in destroying them some of what is good is lost as well.  This means, beloved, that as God’s children reborn of the water and the word we have to put up with our enemy, the devil and the weeds that he plants around us, as we have to put up with the enemy within us, our old sinful man, who peppers the field of our good works as God’s children with his sins.

Yes, beloved, we have to put up with it all until the final harvest, in no small part because having to put up with it leads us deeper into the way of repentance as it all teaches us to pray all the more, “Lord have mercy on me!” and makes it abundantly clear to us that we need a Saviour who is Christ the Lord who will rescue us from our enemies and deliver us from the hand of all who hate us.  That Saviour is here to do just that for you, beloved, as He comes to you in the bread made from the grain that was ground to make it and in the wine made from the grapes that were crushed to make it, just as He was ground and crushed to save you.  He is here to rescue you from the devil and your own sinful nature with His forgiveness and to give you hope in the harvest to come as He shares His resurrected life with you.

“He who has ears to hear let him hear” says the Lord from the altar, “See my wounded hand that planted you in grace so that you might bear abundant fruit in this world and look on that hand as you struggle to thrive in a world scattered with the sons of the evil one and as you groan under the burden of the sinner who still lives and thrives within you and know that this almighty wounded hand can and will root out all the evil in the world and all the evil in you on the last day, so that you might live anew and rejoice in a world without sin forever.  Amen.

